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The Education Advocacy Coalition (EAC), a coalition of more than 30 organizations and
individuals concerned with education policy for students with disabilities in Maryland supports
Senate Bill 371, which would, if enacted, permit parents of students with disabilities to request
independent educational evaluations not only if they disagree with the evaluation conducted
by their local school system but also if the school system does not respond to a request within
30 days after a parent has requested that the local school system initiate an evaluation of the
child or if the school system approves the request but does not convene the evaluation
meeting.

EAC members have heard from many families during the pandemic whose children were in the
process of being assessed when school buildings closed and whose evaluations were not
completed and families who have requested that their children be evaluated but have been
told they must wait. Some school systems have amassed lengthy waiting lists of students
needing to be evaluated or reevaluated. At the same time, school systems have refused or
have, at the least, been reluctant, to use or allow families to use outside evaluators who are
willing to conduct assessments face-to-face with appropriate precautions.

Delayed evaluation is not only a procedural violation, it can also be a substantive denial of a
free appropriate public education to a student with disabilities. For example, delayed
evaluations can result in delayed identification of a student for special education and related
services and, therefore, a delay in the initiation of those services. Delayed evaluation can result
in the provision of inappropriate services to a student whose disability has changed or whose
needs have changed since the previous evaluation.

Senate Bill 371 would address these issues by expanding the circumstances under which
parents may request an independent evaluation at public expense. The bill is consistent with
House Bill 611, enacted by the General Assembly in 2019, which sets timelines governing when
local school systems must respond to parental requests for independent educational
evaluations.

For these reasons, the EAC supports Senate Bill 371. For more information, please contact
Leslie Seid Margolis. Chairperson, at lesliem@disabilityrightsmd.org or 410-370-5730.
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Respectfully submitted,

Selene A. Almazan, Selene Almazan Law, LLC

Rene Averitt-Sanzone, The Parents’ Place of Maryland

Linda Barton, Ms.Ed., Education Advocate

Beth Benevides, Howard County Autism Society

Ellen A. Callegary, Law Offices of Ellen A. Callegary, P.A.
Michelle Davis, ABCs for Life Success

SarahRuth Davis, Parent Advocacy Consortium

Jennifer Engel Fisher, Weinfeld Education Group

Lisa Frank, Andrea Bennett and Jen Ritchotte, Special Kids Company
Ann Geddes, Maryland Coalition of Families

Kalman Hettleman, Independent Advocate

Morgan Horvath, Abilities Network

Rosemary Kitzinger and Marjorie Guldan, Bright Futures, LLC
Rachel London, Maryland Developmental Disabilities Council
Leslie Seid Margolis, Disability Rights Maryland

Ellen O’Neill, Atlantic Seaboard Dyslexia Education Center
Rebecca Rienzi, Pathfinders for Autism

Laura Schultz, Decoding Dyslexia Maryland

Jaime Seaton, McDonough Law

Ronnetta Stanley, M.Ed., Loud Voices Together

Wayne Steedman, Steedman Law Group, LLC

Guy Stephens, Alliance Against Seclusion and Restraint
Maureen van Stone, Mallory Legg, Alyssa Thorn, Project HEAL at Kennedy Krieger Institute
Jessica Williams, Education Due Process Solutions, LLC



